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Leader’s Guide: The Angel and the Message 
 
 

 

To get the most out of your script, here are three things you can do: 
 

1. Read the SCRIPT with as much drama as possible 
2. Read the original STORY in your favorite Bible 
3. DISCUSS the story 

 

 
 
 
Good discussion requires preparation. This guide provides notes, questions, fun facts and 
illustrations to make your group discussion rich and enjoyable. 
 
A word about questions: not all the discussion questions in this guide may be useful for your 
family or group. Pick and frame the questions to suit the ages of your members. 
 
A word about illustrations: paintings and maps bring stories to life. You can use the links and 
search terms in this guide to make a slideshow to accompany your reading of the Bible story. 
You may want to put these illustrations on a tablet or cast them onto a big screen for maximum 
effect. 
 
Before reading each script, ask the Lord to guide your family or group into a greater revelation 
of his love and grace. These are his stories based on his words. You can trust him to bring forth 
good fruit. 
 
Feel free to contact me if you have questions, suggestions, or testimonies of what God has 
done as a result of reading the Jesus Scripts. And don’t forget to sign up to be notified when 
new scripts are released. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Paul Ellis 
JesusScripts.com 

https://jesusscripts.com/contact/
https://jesusscripts.com/subscribe/
https://jesusscripts.com/
https://jesusscripts.com/
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Script: The Angel and the Message 
 
Story: Luke 1:26–45, 2:8–20, Matthew 1:18–24 
 
Leader’s Notes 
 
This script is ideal for Christmas and is suitable for four to eight actors: 
 

Characters 4 actors 5 actors 6 actors 6 actors 

1. Narrator 1 1 1 1 

2. Gabriel 2 2 2 2 

3. Seren 3 3 3 3 

4. Mary 4 4 4 4 

5. Joseph 3 5 5 5 

6. Elizabeth 4 3 6 6 

7. Samuel 3 3 6 7 

8. Uri 4 4 5 5 

 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. What did you like about this story? Which bit stood out? 

 
2. What does this story reveal about Jesus? 

 
He is with us! 
 

3. What was Mary doing when Gabriel visited?  
 

In the story, Mary was milling grain, but in truth nobody knows. Artists have depicted 
Mary carrying water or making yarn, activities which were commonly done by women in 
Biblical times. 

 
4. Gabriel said the child born to Mary would be holy and called Son of the Most High. What is 

the significance of this statement? 
 

Jesus was not born of the line of Adam, which means he was born unstained by sin. 
Thanks to our forefather Adam, all of us were born in a prison of sin (see Rom. 5:12). By 
heeding the serpent, Adam condemned himself and his children to death. It was one 
man’s decision but we would all pay the price. Our greatest need is to get out of our 
captivity to sin. Religion says you need to be good. But Jesus says you need to be free 
(John 8:32). 

 

https://jesusscripts.com/angel/
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“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21) 

 
Sin had no hold on Jesus, but on the cross Jesus took hold of sin and held tight while 
God poured out his wrath and fury. To save us, God tackled the problem from inside the 
enemy’s camp. He came undercover, disguised in human form; like a slave but not a 
slave. As a man he confronted the slaver, and as God, he condemned him. It was the 
consummate act of judgment, total and complete. What happened on the cross? God 
abolished slavery. He destroyed the Matrix from within, paving the way for our 
liberation. 

 
In the dream, the angel told Joseph, "He will save his people from their sins" (Matt. 
1:21), and that’s what Jesus does. 

 
5. Gabriel told Mary that she had found favor with God (see Luke 1:30). What does that mean? 

 
It means God chose her. Why her? Some speculate that Mary was a particularly good 
woman, but the Bible says nothing about this. Unlike her relative Elizabeth, she is not 
described as blameless (Luke 1:6). Still in her early teens, Mary was barely a woman. She 
was just an ordinary girl living an ordinary life. She found the favor of God, but it’s 
equally true to say God’s favor found her. 
 
God chose Mary because she was the right woman at the right time. To fulfill the 
prophecies, she had to be a humble Jewish virgin living in Nazareth of Galilee but who 
was prepared to give birth in Bethlehem and then live in Egypt for a while (see Is. 7:14, 
Mic. 5:2, Hos. 11:1, Matt, 2:23, 4:15). She also had to be descended from the royal line 
of David or marry someone who was (Matt. 1:1, 20, Luke 1:32, 2:4).  
 
At the time of Jesus’ birth, there were about half a million people living in Israel. Of this 
number, only a small proportion would have been unwed teenaged virgins. And of this 
group, only one ticked all the boxes mentioned above. Her name was Mary. 

 
6. In the script, Gabriel says God chooses all of them and favors every one. “God dwells with 

anyone who opens the door.” What did he mean? 
 

When Gabriel greets Mary, he calls her favored one (see Luke 1:28). The original word 
for favored (charitoō) is a verb that is found only one other place in the Bible. “To the 
praise of the glory of his grace (charis), by which he made us accepted (charitoō) in the 
Beloved” (Eph. 1:6). A literal translation would be, “His grace, with which he has graced 
us.” Here we find grace as both a noun (charis) and a verb (charitoō). The same 
abundant grace God showed to Mary, he has shown to you. He accepted or chose you 
not because of anything you have done but on account of his great grace.  

 



4 
 

Fun Facts 
 

Who 
 
In the script, Mary is a teenager when she is visited by the angel Gabriel. We don’t know her 
actual age, but since Jewish girls were commonly betrothed after puberty, she might have been 
as young as fourteen. 
 
Some Bibles say Elizabeth was Mary’s cousin, but the original word (in Luke 1:36) simply means 
relative. Since Elizabeth was old and Mary was young, it is more likely she was Mary’s aunt. 
Elizabeth was the mother of John the Baptizer, and like her husband, she was of the priestly 
tribe of Aaron (Luke 1:5). 
 
Why does Zechariah, or Zacharias, say nothing during the story? Because he doubted Gabriel 
when the angel told him he would bear a son in his old age. “Do you expect me to believe this? 
I'm an old man and my wife is an old woman” (Luke 1:18, MSG). The angel brought good news 
but was met with unbelief. Gabriel responded by silencing Zechariah’s unbelieving mouth until 
the promise was fulfilled. “Because you won't believe me, you'll be unable to say a word until 
the day of your son's birth” (Luke 1:20, MSG). When Zechariah’s son was born, the old priest 
regained his speech. 
 
Gabriel said Jesus would sit on “the throne of his father David” (Luke 1:32). Although we don’t 
know anything about Mary’s lineage, we know that Joseph was a “son of David,” meaning he 
had royal blood (Matt. 1:20). God promised David that his dynasty would last forever and Jesus 
fulfilled that promise (2 Sam. 7:16). 
 

When 
 
Gabriel visited Mary in Nazareth when Elizabeth was six months pregnant (Luke 1:26). Mary 
went immediately to stay with her aunt in Judea for three months (Luke 1:39, 56). Presumably, 
Joseph did not know Mary was pregnant until she returned to Nazareth. 
 
No one knows for sure Jesus was born, but it was probably not on December 25, 1AD. Jesus was 
born during the end of the reign of Herod the Great (Matt. 2:1). Scholars debate when Herod 
died, but it may have been as early as 4BC. If so, Jesus was likely born sometime in the period 
6–4BC. Many scholars dismiss December as the birth month, because they don’t believe 
shepherds would have been out watching their flocks by night in winter. But again, nobody 
knows for sure. 
 
In the script, the angels wish each other Merry Christmas giving the impression that they are in 
Bethlehem on the morning of December 25. Bethlehem is a very busy place at Christmas time 
with midnight masses celebrated on December 24. Although both Protestants and Catholics 
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celebrate Christmas Eve on December 24th, Greek Orthodox believers don’t celebrate Christmas 
until January 6th, while Armenian Orthodox believers celebrate on January 17th. 
 

Where 
 
Mary lived in Nazareth, a Galilean town of no repute, while Jesus was born in the Judean town 
of Bethlehem. Elizabeth lived in the hill country of Judea, probably not far from Jerusalem (Luke 
1:39. 
 

What 
 
In the script, an angel spoke to Joseph in a dream. God spoke to Joseph in dreams on at least 
four occasions (Matthew 1:20; 2:13, 19, and 22). 
 
Joseph was betrothed, but not married to Mary. When he learned she was pregnant, he 
planned to “divorce her quietly” (Matt. 1:19). This is confusing until you understand that a 
Jewish marriage is bookended by two ceremonies, a betrothal (erusin) and the wedding (nisuin) 
itself. These two ceremonies may be separated by as much as a year. At the betrothal 
ceremony, the groom signs a contract binding him to his intended wife. This is a serious 
contract that can only be broken by death or divorce. This is why Joseph considered divorcing 
Mary after he learned she was pregnant. Joseph could not simply break off the engagement. He 
had to follow the legal procedure for undoing the betrothal.  
 
Illustrations 
 
The Annunciation (the announcement by Gabriel to Mary that she would have a baby) is one of 
the most painted scenes in the Bible. Interpretations of this historic moment range from the 
mystical (e.g., “The Annunciation,” by Girolamo da Santacroce) to the cherub-ridden and 
weirdly religious (e.g., “The Annunciation,” by Murillo). Sometimes Gabriel has wings; 
sometimes he doesn’t. Sometimes he looks like a she. One version which wisely leaves Gabriel 
to the imagination, is Henry Ossawa Tanner’s “Annunciation” (below): 
 

 
“Annunciation,” by Henry Ossawa Tanner 

https://collections.artsmia.org/art/3204/the-annunciation-girolamo-da-santacroce
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annunciation#/media/File:Bartolom%C3%A9_Esteban_Perez_Murillo_023.jpg
Henry%20Ossawa%20Tanner%20-%20egH-HjJH-o2B4A%20at%20Google%20Cultural%20Institute%20maximum%20zoom%20level
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There are many wonderful paintings and illustrations of Mary meeting Elizabeth. Older 
paintings tend to portray Mary as a middle-aged woman wrapped head to toe in silk. A better 
interpretation may be the 2007 illustration “Jump for Joy” by Corby Eisbacher (below, and 
available on Etsy): 
 

 
“Jump for Joy” by Corby Eisbacher 

 

 
“Joseph's Dream,” by Gaetano Gandolfi, c. 1790 

 
 
For some reason, paintings of Joseph’s various dreamings often show him sitting in a chair (e.g., 
“Joseph,” by Antonio Ciseri, and “Joseph's Dream,” by Gaetano Gandolfi; see above). 
 
No doubt it is difficult to capture the awesome sight of a heavenly host singing above 
shepherds, but one artist who succeeds is Daniel Bonnell with his 2011 painting “Seeing 
Shepherds” (below). 
 
 

 
“Seeing Shepherds,” by Daniel Bonnell 

 

https://www.etsy.com/nz/listing/172836474/2007-jump-for-joy-mary-and-elizabeth-on?ref=shop_home_feat_2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Joseph%27s_dreams#/media/File:Il_sogno_di_San_Giuseppe_by_Antonio_Ciseri.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matthew_1:21#/media/File:'Joseph's_Dream',_painting_by_Gaetano_Gandolfi,_c._1790.jpg
https://fineartamerica.com/featured/seeing-shepherds-daniel-bonnell.html
https://fineartamerica.com/featured/seeing-shepherds-daniel-bonnell.html
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Scripture for reflection  
 

Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.  
– Matthew 28:20b 

 
Closing prayer 
 

Thank you, Father that you are not far away, but through your Son you came to earth 
and through your Spirit you make your home with us. When we go through the trials 
and fires of life, you are with us. When we face the storms and floods, you are right 
there with us. Thank you that you have promised to never leave or forsake us. You are 
for us and with us not because of anything we have done, but because you love us. 
Thank you for being with us. Thank you for your goodness and mercy which follow us all 
the days of our lives. Amen. 

 
 

 

 
 


