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Leader’s Guide: The Two Dead Men 
 

 
 

To get the most out of your script, here are three things you can do: 
 

1. Read the SCRIPT with as much drama as possible 
2. Read the original STORY in your favorite Bible 
3. DISCUSS the story 

 

 
 
 
Good discussion requires preparation. This guide provides notes, questions, fun facts and 
illustrations to make your group discussion rich and enjoyable. 
 
A word about questions: not all the discussion questions in this guide may be useful for your 
family or group. Pick and frame the questions to suit the ages of your members. 
 
A word about illustrations: paintings and maps bring stories to life. You can use the links and 
search terms in this guide to make a slideshow to accompany your reading of the Bible story. 
You may want to put these illustrations on a tablet or cast them onto a big screen for maximum 
effect. 
 
Before reading each script, ask the Lord to guide your family or group into a greater revelation 
of his love and grace. These are his stories based on his words. You can trust him to bring forth 
good fruit. 
 
Feel free to contact me if you have questions, suggestions, or testimonies of what God has 
done as a result of reading the Jesus Scripts. And don’t forget to sign up to be notified when 
new scripts are released. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Paul Ellis 
JesusScripts.com  

https://jesusscripts.com/contact/
https://jesusscripts.com/subscribe/
https://jesusscripts.com/
https://jesusscripts.com/
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Script: The Two Dead Men 
 
Story: Read John 10:22–33, 39–42, 11:1–45. 
 
Leader’s Notes 
 
This script is suitable for four to eight actors: 
 

Characters (lines) 4 actors 5 actors 6 actors 7 actors 

1. Narrator  1 1 1 1 

2. Jesus  2 2 2 2 

3. Thomas 3 3 3 3 

4. Simon 4 4 4 4 

5. Philip 2 5 5 5 

6. Martha 3 4 6 6 

7. Mary 4 4 6 7 

8. Lazarus 4 5 6 7 

 
Thomas has long had a reputation as a doubter. He was a doubter, but so are we all until we 
learn about the God who is greater than our fears. Thomas was hand-picked by Christ to be an 
apostle and he became convinced that Jesus is Lord. But when did his breakthrough come? Was 
it after the resurrection as many believe, or were there moments of illumination along the way? 
 
The raising of Lazarus was a profoundly transformative event that turned mourners into 
believers (see John 11:45). Maybe this was the point when Thomas’s faith began to extinguish 
his doubts. 
 
The story of Lazarus seems like a set up. Jesus hears that his dear friend Lazarus is sick yet he 
doesn’t go to heal him. He waits (John 11:6), and as a result, Lazarus dies – at least this is how it 
appeared to Martha (John 11:21). Did the Spirit restrain Jesus? Was there a more prosaic 
reason for the delay? We don’t have the details, but the facts are astonishing. Martha thought 
Jesus was too late, but the Alpha and Omega is never too late. As the story shows, not even 
death can separate us from his love. 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. What did you like about this story? Which bit stood out? 

 
2. What does this story reveal about Jesus?  
 

Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life. He is the Alpha and Omega, the first word and the 
last. 

 

https://jesusscripts.com/dead-men/
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3. In the script, Jesus tells Thomas, “Your faith comes from what you saw and not what I said.” 
What do you think he meant? 

 
There are different kinds of faith. There is a faith that is based on our own 
understanding (e.g., I trust this chair to hold me up) and a faith which comes from 
hearing the word of Christ (Rom. 10:17). The first kind of faith is manmade and brittle; 
the second kind is how we receive the abundant life that Christ offers (see Gal. 3:5). 
 

4. Imagine you are Lazarus, sick and dying. Your sisters have sent a message to Jesus. As you 
lay waiting and dying, what is going through your mind?  
 

5. When Jesus saw Mary weeping, he was “deeply moved in spirit and was troubled” (John 
11:33). When he went to the tomb, he was “again deeply moved within” (John 11:38). The 
original words convey the sense that Jesus was indignant and angry, but with whom? 

 
He certainly wasn’t angry with Lazarus or his sisters; he was angry with Death. Death 
was never part of God’s plan for his children. Death is sin’s wage and an enemy to be 
conquered (see 1 Cor. 15:26). 

 
6. Imagine you are a movie-maker. How would you film the resurrection of Lazarus? How 

would you shoot it from Lazarus’s point of view? 
 
Fun Facts 
 

Who 
 
Thomas was one of the Twelve, chosen by Christ to be an apostle. Thomas was known as 
Didymus (John 11:16), which means the Twin. It seems Thomas had a sibling about whom we 
know nothing.  
 
In the script, Thomas talks about the crazy Judeans. Eleven of the twelve disciples were 
Galilean. (Judas Iscariot was possibly from Judea.) To them, Judea was like a foreign country. It 
was a place of danger on account of the chief priests and the religious Jews who sought to kill 
Jesus. 
 
Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary, was a dear friend of Jesus (John 11:3, 36). His name 
means “God has helped”, and God helped him indeed.  
 
After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, many people became believers. This angered the chief 
priests and they plotted to kill both Jesus and Lazarus (John 12:9–11). 
 
Jesus was a target. While many people know how the religious Jews arrested Jesus and handed 
him over to the Romans to be crucified, fewer know that they tried and failed to kill Jesus 
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several times earlier (such as in the incident mentioned in this script, which comes from John 
10:31). On each occasion, Jesus miraculously escaped their clutches (eg: John 10:39).  
In the script Jesus says, “I am with you. What can man do to you?” This comes from Psalm 
118:6. 
 

When 
 
The raising of Lazarus occurred near the end of Christ’s ministry and possibly within weeks of 
his crucifixion. 
 

Where 
 
The story begins at the River Jordan at the place where Jesus was baptized by John (John 
10:40). When Jesus’ life was threatened in Jerusalem, he went to the place where he had been 
water baptized. This was Bethabara, also known as Bethany-beyond-the-Jordan (John 1:28).  
 
Nobody knows for sure where Bethabara is, but if you travel east from Jerusalem down to the 
Jordan River, then cross the river, you will be close (see Map). The story ends at the other 
Bethany, which lies back up the same road towards Jerusalem, and is just two miles short of the 
great city. 
 

 
Source: Bible Mapper 

 
Illustrations 
 
Take a close look at Leonardo da Vinci’s masterpiece, “The Last Supper” and you will notice a 
character immediately to Jesus’ left with his finger raised. That’s Thomas, the rational disciple, 
making a point (see below). 
 

http://www.biblemapper.com/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The-last-supper-leonardo-da-vinci.jpg
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Detail from “The Last Supper,” by Leonardo da Vinci 

 
One of the most recognizable paintings of Jesus calling Lazarus out of the tomb is “The Raising 
of Lazarus,” by the 19th-century Danish painter Carl Bloch (see below). A modern version of this 
classic scene is found in “Jesus Raises Lazarus” by the American John Lautermilch. An 
alternative perspective from inside the tomb is “Raising Lazarus,” by another American artist 
Eric Wallis. An evocative picture of Jesus comforting a grieving Mary is “Jesus Wept” by Daniel 
Bonnell. 
 

 
“The Raising of Lazarus,” by Carl Bloch 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:RaisingofLazarusBloch.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:RaisingofLazarusBloch.jpg
https://www.artpal.com/?i=22-517
https://fineartamerica.com/featured/raising-lazarus-eric-wallis.html
https://fineartamerica.com/featured/jesus-wept-daniel-bonnell.html
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Scripture for reflection 
 

I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, and 
everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. 

– John 11:25–26 
 
Closing Prayer 
 

We praise you Lord for you are the Resurrection and the Life. We thank you that nothing 
in life or death can separate us from your great love. Whether we are dead or alive, you 
are the Shepherd of our souls and when you call us, like Lazarus we will come.  
 
We pray for those who have received a bad report. Show them, Lord, that you are the 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. Set us free from the fears and anxieties 
that hinder us. Give us the courage to face our trials with the confidence that comes 
from knowing that you have conquered the grave. You are the first word and the last 
word and your word to us is always good. Be glorified in our lives we pray. Amen. 

 
 
 

 


