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Leader’s Guide: Mary and the New Wine 
 

 
 

To get the most out of your script, here are three things you can do: 
 

1. Read the SCRIPT with as much drama as possible 
2. Read the original STORY in your favorite Bible 
3. DISCUSS the story 

 

 
 
 
Good discussion requires preparation. This guide provides notes, questions, fun facts and 
illustrations to make your group discussion rich and enjoyable. 
 
A word about questions: not all the discussion questions in this guide may be useful for your 
family or group. Pick and frame the questions to suit the ages of your members. 
 
A word about illustrations: paintings and maps bring stories to life. You can use the links and 
search terms in this guide to make a slideshow to accompany your reading of the Bible story. 
You may want to put these illustrations on a tablet or cast them onto a big screen for maximum 
effect. 
 
Before reading each script, ask the Lord to guide your family or group into a greater revelation 
of his love and grace. These are his stories based on his words. You can trust him to bring forth 
good fruit. 
 
Feel free to contact me if you have questions, suggestions, or testimonies of what God has 
done as a result of reading the Jesus Scripts. And don’t forget to sign up to be notified when 
new scripts are released. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Paul Ellis 
JesusScripts.com 

https://jesusscripts.com/contact/
https://jesusscripts.com/subscribe/
https://jesusscripts.com/
https://jesusscripts.com/
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Script: Mary and the New Wine 
 
Story: Read John 2:1–11. 
 
Leader’s Notes 
 
This script is ideal for Mother’s Day and is suitable for four to seven actors: 
 

Characters 4 actors 5 actors 6 actors 

1. Narrator 1 1 1 

2. Mary 2 2 2 

3. Jesus 3 3 3 

4. Susanna 4 4 4 

5. Shimri 3 5 5 

6. Master 4 4 6 

7. Servant 3 5 6 

 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. What did you like about this story? Which bit stood out? 

 
2. What does this story reveal about Jesus? 

 
3. Why did Jesus make more wine than the guests could possibly drink? 
 

To show that he is the Lord of more than enough. When Jesus fed the 5000, he provided 
more than enough food (Matt. 14:13–21). When he told Peter to lower his fishing nets, 
they caught more than enough fish (Luke 5:1–10). The couple who invited Jesus to their 
wedding were probably poor, but with Jesus you have everything you need and more 
besides. 
 
God meets our needs out of the abundance of his rich supply, and he provides more 
than we need so we can share his gifts with others. 
 

4. Jesus told the servants to fill six stone water jars (John 2:6). Six stone jars equates to around 
120 gallons of wine (or about 500 litres). Jesus made a lot of wine! What do you think the 
bride and groom did with the leftover wine? 

 
Perhaps they sold the extra wine to pay for the wedding or put a down payment on 
their first home. Whatever they did, they were left with a revelation that, “The Lord is 
my shepherd, I shall not be in want” (Ps. 23:1). 
 

5. Why did Jesus call his mother “woman” (see John 2:4)?  

https://jesusscripts.com/new-wine/
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In the sexist world that Mary inhabited, women were treated poorly. They sat 
separately from the men in the assemblies and were expected to remain silent and 
subservient.  
 
By calling Mary woman, Jesus was reminding his first-century listeners of the lowly 
status of women. It’s like was saying, “Woman, this is a man’s world and I don’t have to 
listen to you.” Then Jesus listened to her. He did the very thing Mary suggested, which 
was a startling turnabout. Such a thing would have seemed incredible to the men of the 
day.  
 
It’s as if Jesus was saying, “You men treat women as inferior, but so that you may know 
how much I value them, I will reveal my identity and begin my ministry in response to a 
‘lowly’ woman.” 

 
6. Why did Jesus hesitate to obey Mary? 

 
Mary believed that Jesus was Someone special and that he could deal with the wine 
problem, but Jesus resisted. “Woman, it’s not my problem and it’s not my time” (see 
John 2:4).  
 
Perhaps Jesus did it to test the strength of Mary’s conviction. Would she back-track and 
say, “Never mind, what was I thinking?” Would she try and manipulate Jesus into doing 
what she felt he must? Mary does none of these things. Her confidence in Jesus is so 
strong that she acts as though he had said “Yes” even though he hadn’t. 
 
Nothing Jesus says or does is wasted. In the story, everything he does makes the “lowly” 
woman look good. He makes it appear that the miracle and the timing were all her idea. 
Mary comes across as someone with extraordinary faith in Jesus. She had confidence 
that Jesus would provide and he did. 
 

7. In the script Jesus tells Mary “You think you are losing a son, but you will receive back a 
hundred times what you have lost.” What do you think he meant by this? 

 
Jesus said “everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit 
eternal life” (Matt 19:29). Following Jesus may cost you friends and loved ones, but in 
return you become part of God’s large family.  
 
Mary lost a son – she saw Jesus crucified on the cross. But she received back what she 
lost and more besides. She saw the Risen Lord and many in the early church recognized 
her as both the mother of Christ and as a spiritual mother. Wherever she went, she was 
welcomed as an honored part of the family of God.  
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Fun Facts 
 

Who 
 
The wedding to which Mary and Jesus were invited may have been for relatives. But where was 
Joseph, Mary’s husband? He had probably died. Joseph is absent from this and every other 
story set during the time of Christ’s ministry. 
 

When 
 
The miracle at Cana took place at the beginning of Christ’s public ministry and not long after he 
had recruited some disciples (John 2:11).  
 
The wedding took place on the third day (see John 2:1) which is to say it took place on a 
Tuesday. Tuesdays were considered auspicious days for Jewish weddings because in the 
Creation week the third day is the only day where God said “it was good” twice (Gen. 1:10, 12). 
A Tuesday wedding also gave people time to prepare the food and travel after the preceding 
Sabbath, while leaving plenty of time to party and get home before the following Sabbath.  
 
Jesus rose from the dead on the third day. The third day also symbolizes the transformation of 
death into new life. 
 

Where 
 
Cana was an obscure town in Galilee whose location has been lost to history (see Map). It was 
possibly near Capernaum since Jesus and his mother went there afterwards (John 2:12). We 
know almost nothing about Cana other than the Son of God chose to begin his ministry there. 
Just as God chooses the weak and foolish things of the world to shame the wise and the strong 
(1 Cor. 1:27), Jesus chose an insignificant village to reveal his glory. 
 

 
Source: Bible Mapper 

http://www.biblemapper.com/
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What 
 
Jesus told the servants to fill six stone water jars (John 2:6). What were the water jars for? The 
Jews used the water from these pots to wash themselves before eating (see Mark 7:3). In the 
story, the hosts had probably borrowed extra water pots from their neighbors to accommodate 
the wedding guests. 
 
At a Jewish wedding, it’s common to hear the guests shout Mazel Tov! (“congratulations!”) and 
L’chayim! (“to life!”). 
 
The prophecy that Jesus quotes in the script comes from Joel 2:19: “The Lord will answer and 
say to his people, ‘Behold, I am going to send you grain, new wine and oil, and you will be 
satisfied in full with them.’” Truly he is a God who provides for his children. 
 
Illustrations 
 
There are many great paintings of the Cana wedding. But one which is worthy of closer study is 
the massively detailed “Wedding Feast at Cana” (1563), by the 16th-century Italian painter Paolo 
Veronese (below). 
 

 
“Wedding Feast at Cana,” by Paolo Veronese 

 
The original painting is 21 feet tall by 31 feet wide and includes 120 figures. Look closely on the 
left and you will see guests waiting impatiently for their wine while a servant pours new wine 
from a stone jar. In the middle of the painting, Jesus sits at the head of the table next to his 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wedding_at_Cana#/media/File:Paolo_Veronese_008.jpg
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mother Mary. Next to them are men in ordinary clothes. These could be the disciples and they 
are staring at Jesus as though they are trying to figure him out. The fabulously-dressed banquet 
master is on the right contemplating the new wine. 
 
The Chinese artist He Qi offers a vibrant interpretation with his “Wedding at Cana,” while 
younger children might enjoy the fun and simplicity of Bill Bell’s “Wedding At Cana.” 
 
Scripture for reflection  
 

The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 
and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows). 

– John 10:10 (AMP) 
 
Closing prayer 
 

Thank you Father for sending your Son to bring new life to a weary world. May those 
who hunger and thirst be satisfied by Jesus, who is our Bread and Wine from heaven. 
Thank you for being the God of more than enough. May your grace flow super-
abundantly through us so that others may receive your undeserved favor. Help us to 
bring many to the table of your abundance so that all may know Jesus, who is the Life. In 
his name we pray. Amen. 

 
 

 

 
 

https://www.heqiart.com/store/p148/14_Wedding-at-Cana_Limited_Edition.html
https://pixels.com/featured/wedding-at-cana-bill-bell.html

