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Leader’s Guide: Herod and the Gift 
 

 
 

To get the most out of your script, here are three things you can do: 
 

1. Read the SCRIPT with as much drama as possible 
2. Read the original STORY in your favorite Bible 
3. DISCUSS the story 

 

 
 
 
Good discussion requires preparation. This guide provides notes, questions, fun facts and 
illustrations to make your group discussion rich and enjoyable. 
 
A word about questions: not all the discussion questions in this guide may be useful for your 
family or group. Pick and frame the questions to suit the ages of your members. 
 
A word about illustrations: paintings and maps bring stories to life. You can use the links and 
search terms in this guide to make a slideshow to accompany your reading of the Bible story. 
You may want to put these illustrations on a tablet or cast them onto a big screen for maximum 
effect. 
 
Before reading each script, ask the Lord to guide your family or group into a greater revelation 
of his love and grace. These are his stories based on his words. You can trust him to bring forth 
good fruit. 
 
Feel free to contact me if you have questions, suggestions, or testimonies of what God has 
done as a result of reading the Jesus Scripts. And don’t forget to sign up to be notified when 
new scripts are released. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Paul Ellis 
JesusScripts.com  

https://jesusscripts.com/contact/
https://jesusscripts.com/subscribe/
https://jesusscripts.com/
https://jesusscripts.com/
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Script: Herod and the Gift 
 
Story: Read Matthew 2:1–23. 
 
Leader’s Notes 
 
This script is ideal for reading at Christmas and is suitable for four to eight actors: 
 

Characters 4 actors 5 actors 6 actors 7 actors 

1. Narrator 1 1 1 1 

2. Herod 2 2 2 2 

3. Balthazar  3 3 3 3 

4. Caspar 2 4 4 4 

5. Melchior 4 5 5 5 

6. Joseph 4 5 5 6 

7. Mary 3 3 2 7 

8. Angel 2 4 3 2 

 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. What did you like about this story? Which bit stood out? 

 
2. How many wise men came to visit Jesus? 
 

Tradition teaches that there were three wise men, but the Bible specifies no number nor 
does it tell us their names. Some say there were three wise men because three gifts 
were given, but there might have been more. It is likely that the wise men traveled with 
a caravan of guards and servants.  

 
3. Some say the wise men were kings. Yet they did not act like King Herod. What are some of 

the ways the wise men were unlike Herod when it came to Jesus? 
 
They searched for and worshipped Jesus. If they wore crowns, they would’ve laid them 
at the feet of Jesus. In contrast, Herod was self-absorbed. He would not have taken his 
crown off for anyone. 
 

4. The most famous verse in the Bible is probably John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life.” What does this verse tell us about the character of God? 

 
He loves us and he has given us his Son. He does not love us with words alone, but 
through his many good gifts. James 1:17 says, “Every good thing given and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights.” Our heavenly Father’s love 
language is gift-giving, and his gifts are good. 

https://jesusscripts.com/herod/
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5. Imagine you are shooting a movie scene where the young couple of Joseph and Mary hear a 
knock on the door. Outside is a caravan of treasures, brought for their son by strange men 
from the east. How would you shoot this scene? 

 
Fun Facts 
 

Who 
 
There were lots of Herods, but the Herod in this story was Herod the Great (37–4BC), one of 
the most ruthless and ambitious politicians in the Bible. Governor of Galilee and then king of 
Judea, Herod had ten wives, lots of sons, and all the paranoia that comes from being 
surrounded by people with a claim to your throne. In addition to slaughtering the infant boys of 
Bethlehem, he murdered wives, sons, and other relatives.  
 
Ruling the Jews was always going to be a tricky business for Herod since he was believed to be 
an Idumean, a descendent of Esau. Yet he impressed the Jews with his industry and political 
savvy. Herod built fortresses, palaces, aqueducts, and he completed the construction of the 
massive temple complex in Jerusalem – truly one of the architectural wonders of the first-
century. To his credit, Herod kept the Romans from raiding the temple, but in his later years he 
became increasingly cruel. 
 
The wise men or magi are among the most mysterious men in history. We know almost nothing 
about them except they came from the east and they studied the stars. Whether they were 
Persian astrologers, Chinese astronomers, or something completely different, we do know that 
God miraculously conveyed to them the good news of his Son. Their reverent and joyful 
response to Jesus has been emulated by wise men and women ever since. 
 
The names given to the wise men in the script come from tradition and are not found in the 
Bible or any authoritative source. 
 
Joseph and Mary were poor at the start of the story, but rich at the end. We know they were 
poor because they bought a poor man’s offering to the temple when they presented the eight-
day-old baby Jesus to the Lord (Luke 2:24). However, they did not remain poor for long. The 
lavish gifts of the wise men would have supported them for years easily providing for their 
flight to and from Egypt. 
 

When 
 
Jesus was born during the final years of the reign of Herod the Great. Herod probably died in 
4BC, but this is uncertain. There is also some debate whether the wise men visited Jesus when 
he was a newborn or an infant. Since Herod ordered the murder of boys aged 2 years and 
younger (Matt. 2:16), it’s possible that Jesus was no longer a baby when the wise men visited. 
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Where 
 
The script takes place in Jerusalem (where Herod ruled as king of Judea) and Bethlehem (where 
the wise men went to see Jesus). Bethlehem was about five miles (eight kilometres) south of 
Jerusalem (see Map). 
 

 
Source: Bible Mapper 

 
The village of Bethlehem is known as the Cradle of Christianity because Jesus was born there. 
Bethlehem was also the home of King David (1 Sam 16:1, 17:15) and Naomi, the mother-in-law 
of Ruth (Ruth 1:1, 19). The religious leaders understood that Jesus would be born in Bethlehem 
in the district of Ephrathah because of this 700-year-old prophecy from Micah: 
 

Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are one of the smallest towns in Judah, but out of you I will 
bring a ruler for Israel, whose family line goes back to ancient times. (Mic. 5:2)  

 
Micah was not the only prophet who said things about Bethlehem. Speaking of Herod’s 
slaughter of the babies, Jeremiah spoke of  
 

Rachel weeping for her children. She refuses to be comforted for her children, because 
they are no more. (Jer. 31:15) 

 
In this prophecy Rachel is another name for Bethlehem, the burial site of Jacob’s beloved wife 
Rachel (Gen. 35:19). The children who are no more are the infants slaughtered by Herod (see 
Matt. 2:18). 
 
At the end of the script, Joseph and Mary flee to Egypt before traveling to Nazareth in Galilee 
(see Map). 
 

http://www.biblemapper.com/
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Source: BibleMapper, used with permission 

 

What 
 
What was the Star of Bethlehem that the wise men followed? Was it a comet, a supernova, or a 
conjunction of planets? Was it an angel or a piece of literary license? Nobody knows, but these 
are just some of the explanations that have been explored by scientists and artists.  
 
What most Christians can agree on was that the star was a miraculous sign. The star we put on 
top of our Christmas trees reminds us of the Star of Bethlehem. 
 
Illustrations 
 
The birth of Jesus, the visit of the Magi, and the flight into Egypt are such a well-known stories 
that it is not difficult to find great paintings depicting these scenes.  
 
A good slideshow might include; the magi following the star, the magi before Herod, the magi 
worshipping Jesus, the magi presenting their gifts, and the flight into Egypt. 
 
James Tissot’s 1894 painting “Journey of the Magi” is a fine portrayal of the caravan that 
probably accompanied the magi (see below): 
 

https://biblemapper.com/blog/index.php/2021/04/26/jesus-birth-and-escape-to-egypt/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:James_Tissot_-_Journey_of_the_Magi_-_70.21_-_Minneapolis_Institute_of_Arts.jpg
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“Journey of the Magi,” by James Tissot 

 
There are many Christmas card-like illustrations showing the magi presenting Jesus with gifts. 
Harder to find are paintings showing the magi worshiping the newborn king. Some exceptions 
include the “Adoration of the Magi” by the 17th-century Spanish painter Bartolomé Esteban 
Murillo (see below) and “Three kings worshipping Christ” by the English artist William Brassey 
Hole. 
 

 
“Adoration of the Magi,” by Bartolomé Murillo 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/We_Three_Kings#/media/File:Bartolom%C3%A9_Esteban_Murillo_-_Adoration_of_the_Magi_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg
https://www.wikigallery.org/wiki/painting_198886/William-Brassey-Hole/Three-kings-worshipping-Christ


7 
 

A classic depiction of the flight from Herod is the “Flight into Egypt” painting by the French 
painter Eugène Girardet (1853–1907) (see below). 
 

 
“Flight into Egypt,” by Eugène Girardet 

 
Another classic is “Rest on the Flight into Egypt” by the academic French painter Luc Olivier 
Merson (below). In this painting, a weary Joseph sleeps on the sand while Mary and her radiant 
son rest on a sphinx. 
 

 
“Rest on the Flight into Egypt,” by Luc Olivier Merson 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Eug%C3%A8ne_Girardet,_Flight_into_Egypt.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Merson_Rest_on_the_Flight_into_Egypt.jpg
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Scripture for reflection 
 

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did 
not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him 
freely give us all things?  

– Romans 8:31–32 
 
 
Closing prayer 
 

Thank you heavenly Father for being the Giver of all good things. Thank you for sending 
us your Son, who is the greatest Gift of all. May we have the wisdom to receive Jesus as 
the King of kings and the grace to surrender our crowns. May we shine like stars with his 
righteousness, and may we help others discover the life and love that are ours in Christ. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

 
 


