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Leader’s Guide: Cleopas and the 
Unexpected Traveler 

 
 

To get the most out of your script, here are three things you can do: 
 

1. Read the SCRIPT with as much drama as possible 
2. Read the original STORY in your favorite Bible 
3. DISCUSS the story 

 

 
 
 

Good discussion requires preparation. This guide provides notes, questions, fun facts and 
illustrations to make your group discussion rich and enjoyable. 
 
A word about questions: not all the discussion questions in this guide may be useful for your 
family or group. Pick and frame the questions to suit the ages of your members. 
 
A word about illustrations: paintings and maps bring stories to life. You can use the links and 
search terms in this guide to make a slideshow to accompany your reading of the Bible story. 
You may want to put these illustrations on a tablet or cast them onto a big screen for maximum 
effect. 
 
Before reading each script, ask the Lord to guide your family or group into a greater revelation 
of his love and grace. These are his stories based on his words. You can trust him to bring forth 
good fruit. 
 
Feel free to contact me if you have questions, suggestions, or testimonies of what God has 
done as a result of reading the Jesus Scripts. And don’t forget to sign up to be notified when 
new scripts are released. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Paul Ellis 
JesusScripts.com 

https://jesusscripts.com/contact/
https://jesusscripts.com/subscribe/
https://jesusscripts.com/
https://jesusscripts.com/
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Script: Cleopas and the Unexpected Traveler 
 
Story: Read Luke 24:13–49. 
 
Leader’s Notes 
 
This script has a wide emotional range; the story starts with grief and confusion and ends with 
joyful celebration. This script is ideal for reading on Resurrection Sunday (Easter) and is suitable 
for four to six actors: 
 

Characters 4 actors 5 actors 

1. Narrator 1 1 

2. Cleopas 2 2 

3. Mary 3 3 

4. Traveler/Jesus 4 4 

5. Nathanael 2 5 

6. Thaddaeus 4 3 

 
A fun way to read this script is around a table laid out like the one in Emmaus, with flat bread 
and cups. Add some candles for ambience. (They did not have candles in Biblical times, but 
candles are easier and safer to use than oil lamps.) 
 
Discussion Questions 
 
1. What did you like about this story? Which bit stood out? 

 
2. What does this story reveal about Jesus?  

 
He is Risen! 
 

3. Why do you think Cleopas and the other disciple (Mary?) did not recognize Jesus as he 
walked with them on the road to Emmaus? 

 
They did not recognize Jesus because “their eyes were prevented from recognizing him” 
(Luke 24:16). They were prevented because “he appeared in a different form” (Mark 
16:12).  
 
The disciples knew Jesus as an earthly man; they had never seen him in his resurrection 
body. This is not to suggest that Jesus had taken on a brand new appearance, but they 
just weren’t used to it. Earthly bodies age and break and the last time they saw Jesus his 
body was broken and disfigured. This Jesus – the one that walked beside them – looked 
like a god. He was glorious, ageless, and without blemish. 

https://jesusscripts.com/cleopas/
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4. Who else failed to recognize Jesus after he rose from the dead? 
 

Mary Magdalene did not recognize Jesus outside the empty tomb (John 20:15). The 
disciples in the fishing boat also failed to recognize the Risen Lord standing on the shore 
(John 21:4). 

 
5. Why did Cleopas and the other disciple suddenly recognize Jesus at the table? 
 

They recognized Jesus when he broke the bread and gave it to them (Luke 24:31). 
Perhaps they remembered him breaking the bread three nights earlier at the Last 
Supper, but there is no evidence they were present at that meal. A more likely 
explanation is they saw his pierced hands. Although Jesus was clothed with a new and 
glorious body, he retained the marks of his crucifixion (see John 20:25–27). 

 
6. Describe the emotional rollercoaster that Cleopas and the other disciple experienced on 

Resurrection Sunday. Have you ever had a down-and-up day like that? 
 

They went from grief (Jesus is dead) mixed with confusion (but the tomb is empty) to 
shock (Jesus is alive) and great joy. 

 
7. In the script, Mary says “this is the greatest day in the history of the world.” Do you agree 

with her? How would you rank the top three days of all time. 
 

For many Christians, Resurrection Sunday is a topper. Other great days include Good 
Friday (the day of the crucifixion), Christmas (the day of our Lord’s birth) and Pentecost. 

 
8. Jesus appeared several times to people on Resurrection Sunday. He first appeared to Mary 

Magdalene at the tomb in the early morning, then Simon, then Cleopas and the other 
disciple on the road to Emmaus, and finally he appeared to the disciples in the locked room. 
Put these appearances side by side in a diary and you will find hour-long gaps separating 
them. What do you think Jesus did in between these meetings?  

 
The Bible doesn’t say but it is fun to speculate. Perhaps he appeared to other people but 
their stories did not make it into the Bible.  
 

9. If you could travel back in time and personally participate in one of the events of 
Resurrection Sunday (the garden tomb, on the road to Emmaus, etc.), which would you 
choose? 

 
10. If you were to direct a movie entitled The Road to Emmaus, how would you shoot the scene 

where Jesus is recognized at the table? How would you shoot the scene where Jesus 
suddenly appears to the disciples in the locked room? 
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Fun Facts 
 

Who 
 
In the Biblical account of the road to Emmaus, the only disciple named is Cleopas. However, 
Mary is identified elsewhere as the wife of Clopas (John 19:25). If Clopas is an alternative 
spelling of Cleopas, it is likely that she was the unnamed disciple on the road to Emmaus. It’s 
also possible that she was one of the Marys who visited the empty tomb early in the morning 
(see Matt. 27:61). 
 

When 
 
The story takes place on Resurrection Sunday, the day Jesus rose from the dead. 
 

Where 
 
This story takes place on the road to Emmaus, a village that was walking distance from 
Jerusalem. But in which direction and how far? Most translations of Luke 24:13 say the village 
was about seven miles from Jerusalem (see Map). But in the original language the distance is 
expressed as 60 stadia. A Roman stadion is a little over 600 feet or 185 meters, so 60 stadia is 
about seven miles or eleven kilometres. However, some manuscripts say Emmaus was 160 
stadia from Jerusalem, almost three times the distance. All we can say for certain about 
Emmaus is that Cleopas and the other disciple walked there from Jerusalem and returned on 
the same day. 
 

 
Source: Bible Mapper 

 

http://www.biblemapper.com/
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What 
 

Cleopas and the other disciple (Mary?) walked back to Jerusalem in the dark. How did they see? 
Since Passover takes place at the first full moon of each spring, they would have had plenty of 
moonlight to guide them. 

 
Cleopas and the other disciple would have arrived back at Jerusalem well after dark. (They had 
asked Jesus to stay with them in Emmaus because it was late in the day; see Luke 24:29.) City 
gates were usually closed at sunset. So how did Cleopas and the other disciple enter the city? 
They most likely entered through a smaller gate manned by watchmen. When Saul was in 
Damascus, he was told that hostile Jews were watching the gates “day and night” (Acts 9:24). 
 
Illustrations 
 
Many people are familiar with Emmaus-themed paintings that show Jesus walking between two 
male disciples on the road to Emmaus. A classic example is the often copied “Gang nach 
Emmaus (Walk to Emmaus)” by the Swiss landscape painter Robert Zünd (below). 
 

 
“Gang nach Emmaus," by Robert Zünd 

 
However, there is a growing number of paintings and mosaics showing Jesus walking with a 
male and female disciple. In their mosaic “The Walk to Emmaus” in the National Cathedral in 
Washington DC, the American artists Rowan LeCompte and Irene Matz LeCompte portray Jesus 
walking with a male and female disciple. The Mexican artist Maximino Cerezo Barredo has a 
series of paintings called “Emmaus” that are worth googling. For a modern take on the Emmaus 
meal that features Jesus with sharing KFC with an older couple at a food court, check out 
“Supper at Yummaus,” by the American art professor J. Barry Motes. 
 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c4/Z%C3%BCnd_Gang_nach_Emmaus_1877.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c4/Z%C3%BCnd_Gang_nach_Emmaus_1877.jpg
https://stbrendanschurch.org/sermons/the-neverending-story/lecompte-rowan-and-irene_emmaus-detail-walk/
http://jbmotesart.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/SupperatYummaus-SEOutlook.jpg
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Scripture for reflection:  
 

The Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of Me.” In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's 
death until He comes. 

– 1 Corinthians 11:23–26 
 
Closing Prayer 
 

Thank you, Lord, for your body that was broken so that we might be whole, and your 
blood that was shed so that we might be free. Thank you for your death, and thank you 
for your life. Thank you for the cross, and thank you for the resurrection 
 
Lord, you did not come to make bad people good, but to make dead people live. May 
the same Holy Spirit power that raised you from the dead bring life and wholeness to 
our bodies and minds. Help us to work out in our lives the abundant provision of grace 
that you have given us. 
 
Thank you, Jesus that even if we give up on you, you will never give up on us. Truly you 
are the Good Shepherd who cares for his sheep. For this and a million other wonderful 
reasons, we praise your Name. Amen. 

 
 
 

 


